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TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : 25 NOVEMBER 2014 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU LAUNCHES 16 DAYS OF ACTIVISIM FOR VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND 

CHILDREN. 

 

KwaZulu-Natal MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Mr. Willies 

Mchunu, has officially kicked off the 16 days of activism for no violence against 

women and children by visiting children who were left orphaned following a shooting 

and taxi accident in eZakheni, Ladysmith, which left 15 dead. 

The 15 people died when suspects opened fire on a Mercedes Benz which led to a 

taxi colliding with a truck on Peters Road in Ezakheni. 10 people died instantly while 

five others were killed in a subsequent shooting on the same day at a car wash. Of 

the 15 that died, six were women. 

To launch the campaign, Mchunu visited the children of Neli Sibisi who were left 

orphaned following the death of their mother in this accident. The family is now 

headed by 15-year-old Malibongwe Masondo who looks after two of his siblings who 

are 10 and 13 years-old.  

“It has been tough since we lost our mother as we now have to fend for ourselves 

and I have to ensure that my siblings attend school and that there is food on the 

table. It is not easy but we try to make a do,” said Masondo. 

The Department of Social Development will assist the family with social relief by 

ensuring that they have food until they are relocated with their extended families. 

Mchunu said often when incidents occurred, there was not a thorough follow up on 

the impact it caused on families. 

“Since this is the time we want to raise awareness that our women and 

children still face difficulties, we decided to do this follow up,” said Mchunu. 



He also urged women and children to report rape and abuse, if not to police, to their 

local councillors. 

“What is shocking are the instances where children are raped by their fathers, 

their uncles and their grandfathers. This is totally abhorrent and it reflects the 

worst decline of morals,” he said. 

Mchunu also briefed the community on the developments on the cases where 15 

people were killed, saying a major breakthrough had been made by the police. 

“For now it will be enough to say we have arrested one person and police are 

on the look-out of a further five people. Let me sure you, we will catch all those 

responsible to these murders and let them face the full might of the law,” said 

Mchunu. 
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